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It was on Saturday July 10th that some scenes of the movie BATTLEFIELD EARTH were shot at Canyon Sainte-Anne.  A team of about 140 persons were on the set.  Most of the scenes involved the actor Barry Pepper (Saving Private Ryan, Enemy  of the State) and some artists from Quebec.


The producers were looking for a site that would represent a gold mine.  The impressive rocks of the canyon came up naturally to the producer’s expectations; there was only to paint the rock with bronze pigments.


All the installations needed some specialized climbing technicians in order to paint the granitic gneiss a week before the beginning of the shooting.  Everything was set for the arrival of the rest of the team (about 140 persons) that began at 4:00 a.m. on July 10th and finished at 7:30 p.m.   The day after, some pictures were shot in order to modify them by computer and to add some special effects.


The shooting took place even though the intermittent rain.  In fact, it was a nice opportunity because the rain created a well-placed atmosphere for the shooting.  The site remained open to the public and about 350 visitors got the privilege of visiting the canyon and seeing the shooting and all the equipment placed along the paths.  All the visitors could win one of the seven caps of the movie or one of the seven pictures autographed by John Travolta himself.


This experience was a success and lets hope that a production as big as Travolta’s will contribute to the development of the movie industry in Quebec City.

